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small  black  altar;  then  he  began 
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the  ancient  chant  of  the  Yasna, 


and  the  voices  of  his  companions  joined 


in  the  beautiful  hvmn  to  Ahura-M  az^da. 
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seeks  for  fjeaben  alone  to  sabe  Ijis  soul, 
keep  tfje  patf),  faut  toill  not  readj  tlje  goal; 
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<f5ob  toill  faring  fjtm  tofjere  tfae  falesseb  are. 
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OU  KNOW  THE  STORY  OF 
THE  THREE  WISE  MEN 
OF  THE  EAST,  AND  HOW 
THEY  TRAVELLED  FROM 
FAR  AWAY  TO  OFFER 
3  THEIR  GIFTS  AT  THE  MANGER- 
CRADLE  IN  BETHLEHEM.  BUT 
HAVE  YOU  EVER  HEARD  THE 
STORY  OF  THE  OTHER  WISE 
MAN,  WHO  ALSO  SAW  THE  STAR 
IN  ITS  RISING,  AND  SET  OUT  TO 
FOLLOW  IT,  YET  DID  NOT  ARRIVE 
WITH  HIS  BRETHREN  IN  THE 
PRESENCE  OF  THE  YOUNG  CHILD 
JESUS?  OF  THE  GREAT  DESIRE 
OF  THIS  FOURTH  PILGRIM,  AND 
HOW  IT  WAS  DENIED,  YET  ACCOM- 
PLISHED IN  THE  DENIAL;  OF  HIS 
MANY  WANDERINGS  AND  THE 
PROBATIONS  OF  HIS  SOUL;  OF 
THE  LONG  WAY  OF  HIS  SEEKING, 
AND  THE  STRANGE  WAY  OF  HIS 
FINDING,  THE  ONE  WHOM  HE 
SOUGHT-  -I  WOULD  TELL  THE 
TALE  AS  I  HAVE  HEARD  FRAG- 
MENTS OF  IT  IN  THE  HALL  OF 
DREAMS,  IN  THE  PALACE  OF  THE 
HEART  OF  MAN. 


preface 


t  is  noto  Setocral  pears  Since 
tljis  link  storp  toas  Set  afloat 
on  tlje  Sea  of  fooohs.  3ft  is 
not  a  mafco&toar,  nor  cbcn  a 
merchantman; 


onlp  a  £uiaH,  peaceful 
et  it  Ija^  Ijao  ratijer  an  adbenturou^ 
page,  Ctoice  it  (ja^  falten  into  tfte 
and^f  of  pirate^,  €fte  tidc^  ijabe  carried 
it  to  far  countries  ^t  ^a^  been  pa££cd 
tljrottgf)  t(je  translators  port  of  cntrp 
into  German,  ifrencft,  Armenian,  €urft^ 
isl),  and  pcrljapS  Some  otljer  foreign 
regions.  <^nce  3f  caught  Sig|)t  of  it 
flping  tl)e  outlandish  flag  of  a  brand^neto 
phonetic  language  along  tf)c  coasts  of 
f ranee;  and  once  it  toaS  claimed  ftp  a 


Dealer  in  antiquities  as  a 
legend  of  tlje  Orient.  2$cSt  of  all,  it 
l)aS  Slipped  quietlp  into  manp  a  far^ 
atoap  Ijarfcor  tljat  ^  fjatoe  nebcr  Seen, 
and  found  a  fiindlp  toclcomc,  and  brought 
back  messages  of  good  tljeer  from 
unltnoton  friends* 

l^olu  it  IjaS  turned  Ijomc  to  be  neto- 
rigged  and  fitted  for  furtljcr  tjopaging. 
Before  it  is  Sent  out  again  3f  Ijatoc  been 
aSfted  to  tell  tuyere  tlje  Storp  eame  from 
and  luliat  it  means. 

fl  do  not  linoU)  tuyere  it  eame  from- 
out  of  tl)e  air,  perljapS-   <®nt  tlnng 


iS  certain,  it  is  not  toritten  in  anp  otljer 
tiooli,  nor  is  it  to  be  found  among  tl)e 
ancient  lore  of  tljc  <£ast  5Cnd  pet  ^ 
fjabe  ncber  felt  as  if  it  to  ere  nip  oton. 
3Ft  toas  a  gift,  ^t  UjaS  Sent  to  me; 
and  it  Seemed  as  if  5  ftncto  tlje 
tljougl)  ipis  name  tuaS  not  Spofccn. 


Xll 


pear  f)ad  been  full  of 
and  £orroto.  <£tocrp  bap  brought  trouble, 
€berp  nigljt  toa£  tormenteb  toitl)  pain. 
€l)cp  are  fcerp  Iong--tl)o£c  nigtytg 
luljcn  one  lies?  atoafte,  and  Ijcars  rlic 
laboring  Ijeart  pumping  tuearilp  at  it^ 
ta^ft,  and  toatcljc^  for  tlje  morning,  not 
hnotoing  tol)etl)er  it  toill  eber  daton. 
Cljcp  are  not  nigfytg  of  fear;  for  tlje 
tl)ougl)t  of  deatl)  groto^f  ^trangelp 
familiar  tuljen  pou  ftabe  libed  tuitlj  it  for 
a  pear.  25e£ide£,  after  a  time  pou  come 
to  feel  lifte  a  Soldier  ixi^o  I)a0  been  long 
Standing  $till  under  fire;  anp  change 
iuould  be  a  relief.  2Sut  tl)ep  are  lonelp 

tljep  arc  toerp  fjeabp 
tljcir  f)eatoie£t  burden  i 
ou  mu^t  face  tlje  tl)ougl)t  tljat  pour 
toorfe  in  tlje  toorld  map  be  almost 
ended,  but  pou  fcnoto  tljat  it  i$  not 
nearlp 


Xlll 


If  ou  hauc  not  solfccD  the  problems  that 
perplerefc  pou*  §  ou  fjafce  not  reacljco  tjje 
goal  tfjat  pou  aimcD  at.  §ou  haiic  not 
accomplish  tfte  great  tagfe  tfjat  pou 
for  pour^elf.  §ou  are  ?till  on  tlje 
anti  perf)ap$f  pour  joumep  mu^t 
enD  noto,  —  noto Jcre,  —  in  tlje  oarft. 
eli,  it  toa^  in  one  of  t&e£e  long, 
lonelp  nights  that  this  storn  came  to 
me.  ^  ftao  stuDieo  anti  lobco  tlje  curiou.s1 
tales'  of  tlje  Cftree  Wi$t  $®cn  of  tje 
<iEa^t  a^  rt)ep  are  toiti  in  tfje  4<  oBoloen 
EegentJ f>  of  S^cofwis?  tie  l^oragine  ano 
otljer  meDiatbal  fiooh^.  25ut  of  tlje 
f  ourtl)  IBige  i^an  5  l)aD  netoer  IjearU 
until  tjat  nigfjt.  €l)en  3P  j6fato  f)im  oij6f^ 
tinctlp,  mobing  tljroug^  tlje  ^IjaDotu^  in 
a  little  circle  of  ligl)t.  l^i£  countenance 
toa^  aisf  clear  a£  tlje  memorp  of  mp 
fatfjer'^  face  a^f  3F  £ato  it  for  tlje  la^t 
time  a  fcto  montl)^  before*  €lje  narra? 


XIV 


titoc  of  f)is  journepings  ano  trials  ano 
disappointments  ran  uwhour  a  break* 
<£tocn  certain  Sentences  came  to  me  com^ 
plete  and  unforgettable,  clear-cut  like  a 
cameo.  3111  tfjat  3f  f)ao  to  DO  toas  to 
follotti  3Urtaban,  j0itep  bp  ^tep,  a$f  tlje 
tale  tocnt  on,  from  tlje  beginning  to  tlje 
eno  of  f)i£  pilgrimage. 

tl)i^  map  erplain  jfome 
in  tje  ^torp.  ^  ftabe  been 
a£he&  manp  time^  tdftp  5  maoe 
f  ourtf)  HDi^e  St^an  tell  a  lie,  in 
cottage  at  25etl)lel)em,  to  £afce  tlje  little 
^  life. 

oio  not  mahe  ftim  tell  a  lie. 
HD&at  5£rtaban  £ait>  to  tfte  ^olbier^  l)e 
for  himself,  because  he  coulb  not 
l)elp  it. 


1 


$  a  lie  eber  justifiable? 

not.    25ut  map  it  not  Sometimes 


Seem  inevitable? 


XV 


no  if  it  toere  a  gin,  migljt  not  a 
man  confer  it,  anti  lie  pardoned  for 
it  more  eagilp  tfjan  for  tf)e  greater  gin 
of  Spiritual  gclngfniegg,  or  indifference, 
or  tf)e  betrapal  of  innocent  blood?  Cljat 
ig  tofjat  5F  gato  3Hrtaban  do,  €l)at  ig 
tuljat  ^  l)earo  J)im  gap,  3HIi  tljrougf) 
f)ig  life  l)e  luag  trping  to  oo  tfte  ftegt 
tljat  f)e  coulb,  ^t  ^ag  not  perfect* 
2$ut  tl)ere  are  gome  Rinog  of  failure  tftat 
are  better  tf)an  guccegg. 

Cfjougl)  t^e  gtorp  of  tJje  f  ourtl)  iBigc 
^an  came  to  me  guooenlp  ano  toitljout 
labor,  tfjerc  toag  a  great  deal  of  gtudp 
and  toil  to  be  done  before  it  could  be 
Ujritten  doton.  3tn  idea  arribeg  toityout 
effort ;  a  form  can  onlp  be  turougl)t  out 
bp  patient  labor,  *$f  pour  gtorp  ig 
toortl)  telling,  pou  ougl)t  to  lobe  it 
enougl)  to  be  toilling  to  tuorR  ofcer  it 
until  it  ig  true,  —  true  not  onlp  to  tlje 


XVI 


ideal,  but  true  algo  to  tfjc  real.  €lje 
ligl)t  i$  a  gift;  but  tlje  loeal  color  can 
onlp  be  seen  fop  one  lulio  looft£  for  it 
long  ana  £tcadilp,  3firtaban  toent  toitlj 
me  tofnle  5  toileb  tljrougl)  a  ^core  of 
fcolume£  of  ancient  fti^torp  ano  tratocl. 
^  ^ato  fyi$  figure  to&ile  ^  journeneiJ  on 
tljc  motionle££  ^ea  of  tlje  desert  and  in 
tlje  strange  cities  of  tljc  €a^t. 
3Hnd  notD  tljat  fti^  ^torp  i^  told,  toljat 
it  mean  ? 

oto  can  %  tell?  i^ljat  doe£  life 
mean?  ^f  fte  meaning  could  tic 
put  into  a  sentence  tljcrc  toould  Be  no 
need  of  telling  tlje  £torp. 


xvn 


ncCCy' 

D 

HE  SIGN  IN 
THE   SKY 


baps'  toljcn  3Cugustu0 
luas  master  of  manp 
fting^  anb  ^erob  reigncb  in 
3fcru0alem,  tljcre  litocb  in  tljc 

citp  of  <£cbatana,  among  tljc 

mountain^  of  $crs1a,  a  certain  man 
nameb  3lrtaban,  tlje  Sr^ebian.  l)i£ 
house  stood  close  to  the  outermost  of 
tljc  gctocn  tuall^  toljicl)  cncircleb  tl)c  ropal 
trca^urp.  from  ftis5  roof  fte  coulb  loolt 
otocr  tlje  rising  battlement^  of  blacft  anb 
Ui^ite  anb  crimson  anb  blue  anb  reb 
anb  sifter  anb  gold,  to  the  hill  Inhere 
tlje  Bummer  palace  of  tlje  $artl)ian 
emperor^  glittercb  lifce  a  jeUjel  in  a 
getocnfolb  eroton. 

rounb  tfte  btoelling  of  5firtaban 
__ jefprcab  a  fair  garben,  a  tangle  of 
flotoerg  anb  fruit^tree^,  ixiatereb  bp  a 


e. 


/ 


£core  of  gtreamg  begccnbing  from  tlje 
£lopeg  of  amount  <&ronte&  anb  mabe 
musical  bp  innumerable  birbg*  25ut 
all  color  toag  lo£t  in  tje  ^oft  anb 
oDorou^  fcarhne&t  of  tlje  late 
fier  nigljt,  anb  all  $founb^  tocre 
in  tljc  beep  cljarm  of  it$  Silence, 
tlje  pla^l)in0  of  tlje  toater,  lihe  a  boice 
l)alf  fobbing  anb  ftalf  laughing  unber 
tl)e  $jaboto£.  i^igft  aboue  tl)e  treej6f  a 
bim  gloto  of  ligljt  £l)one  tlirougl)  tlje 
curtaineb  arclje^  of  tl)e  upper  cfjamfter, 
toljere  tlje  master  of  tl)e  l)ou^e  toa£ 
^olbing  council  tuitl)  l)i^  frienbg, 
e  ^toob  ftp  tl)e  boortoap  to  greet 

jjiiBf  gue£t£  -  -  a  tall,  barh  man  of 

about  fortp  pear£,  toitft  brilliant  epe^ 
$ct  near  together  unber  ^i^  ftroab  fcroto, 
anb  firm  lineisf  graben  arounb  fyi$  fine, 
tjin  lipjf;  tlje  brotu  of  a  breamer  anb 
tlje  moutl)  of  a  £olbier,  a  man  of  j6fen^i^ 
titoe  feeling  but  inflexible  toill  —  one  of 
tl)o0e  tofto,  in  toftatetoer  age  tfjep  map 


libc,  arc  born  for  intoard  conflict  and  a 
life  of  quegt. 

ig  robe  toa£  of  pure  tofute  toool, 
tfjroton  otocr  a  tunic  of  gilfc  ;  and  a 
tulnfr,  pointed  cap,  Uritli  long  lapels  at 
the  siDrs,  rented  on  Ins  flouring  black 
flair.  2ft  toa£  tfte  dre^  of  tfje  ancient 
prie$ftJ)ood  of  tfte  Sl^agi,  called  tfte 


"  fje  £aid,  in  $i$  lotu, 
pleasant  boice,  a^  one  after  another 
entered  tJje  room  --  "  toelcome,  3tbdUjtf; 
peace  be  Until  you,  Hliodaspes  and 
and  toitfj  pou  mp  father, 
iou  are  all  tuelcome,  and 
Jjou$fe  0roto^  bright  toitj)  tjje  jop 
of  pour  presence/' 

i  ftere  iuere  nine  of  tfje  men,  dif^ 
fering  iuidclp  in  age,  but  alifte  in 
tlje  ric^ne^^  of  tljeir  dre^f^  of 
colored  silh3\  and  in  the 
golden  collar^  around  tjjeir 

marhing  tftcm  a£  J^art{)ian  nobler,  and 

23 


in  tfje  toingeb  circled  of  golb  renting 
upon  tfjeir  brca£t£,  tye  £ign  of  tftc 
follotoer£  of  ^oroa^ter. 

fjep  tooh  tfjcir  placed  around  a 
£mall  black  altar  at  tfyt  cnb  of  tf>c 
a  tinn  flame  tuas  Lnirn 


room, 

ing.  3firtaban,  £tanbing  be£ibe  it,  anb 
toatoing  a  barjsom  of  tf)in  tamarisk 
abotoc  tye  fire,  feb  it  toitl)  brp 
of  pine  anb  fragrant  oil£.  Cljcn 
Ije  began  tlje  ancient  cljant  of  tl)e  ia^na, 
anb  the  no i crs  of  lm-  companion^  joineb 
in  tl)c  beautiful  fjpmn  to 


e  tuor^ljip  tfyt  Spirit  SDitoinc,  [?'ing, 
all  toi^Dom  anb  goobne££ 


^>urrounbeb 

tl)e  giber^  of  bountp  anb  ble^ing, 
jop  in  tlje  iuorft^  of  l$i$  l)anb^, 
trutl)  anb  ^i^  potoer  confe££ing* 


praise  all  tfje  tljing^  tyat  are  pure, 

for  tlje^e  are  i|M£  on^P  Creation; 

24 


)  €l)c  tf)ougl)tg  tfjat  arc  true,  and  tl)c  toord£ 
and  dccd£  th.ir  luibc  in  on  approbation; 
€l)c£e  arc  Supported  ftp  ipim 
anti  for  tljc£e  toe  make  adoration* 


ym» 


car  utf,  <£>  a$a$da  !    Cljou 

in  trutlj  anD  in  fjcabcnlp  glatmc£0  ; 


Cleanse  u$  from  fal£ct)ooo,  and  ftccp 
from  ctoil  ano  bondage  to  badnc^  ; 
gour  out  tljc  iig!jt  and  tlje  jop  of  €ljp  life 
on  our  darhnc££  and 


on  our  garden^  and  fields, 
on  our  toorhing  and  tocabing; 
on  tljc  toljole  race  of  man, 
25cliebing  and  unbelieving; 

on  u£  noto  tfjrougl)  t^e  nigftt, 
on  u^  noto  in  €j)P  migftt, 
flame  of  our  Ijolp  lobe 
and  tlje  ^ong  of  our  toor£l)ip  receiving. 

lie  fire  ro£e  toitlj  tfte  cftant,  tfjrofe 
bing  a^  if  it  tocrc  made  of  musical 


flame,  until  it  ca^t  a  bright  illumination 


through  the  tuholc  apartment,  repealing 
its  simplicity  and  splendor. 

floor  luas  laid  Unth  tiles  of  darli 
blue  beined  toitf)  torture;  pilasters' 
of  tluistco  sillier  stood  out  against  the 
blue  toall£;  tlje  clear^storp  of  rounds 
arched  iinnDoVus  abobe  them  tuas  hung 
a^ure  sllfc;  tfje  faulted  ceiling  toag 
a  pavement  of  gappf)irc£,  like  tlje  bodp 
of  ^caben  in  itg  deame^g,  ^oton  toitl) 
slltocr  ^tar^,    from  t^t  four  corner^ 
of  tlyt  roof  l)ung  four  golden 

called  the  tongues  of  the 
tf)e  eastern  end,  behind  tl)e  altar, 
t^cre  iuere  ttoo  darh^red  pillar^  of  por^ 
p^prp ;  abobe  tljem  a  lintel  of  tftc  same 
^tone,  on  toljicl)  ioa^  carbed  t^e  figure 
of  a  toingcd  archer,  tuitl)  ^i^  arroto  set 
to  the  string  and  his  bo  to  draton. 

be  doortoap  bettocen  tlje  pillar^, 
toljicl)  opened  upon  ifyt  terrace  of 
roof,  toag  cobcrcd  toitj)  a  Ijeabp 
curtain 


granate,  embroidered  toitl)  innumerable 
golden  rap£  footing  uptoard  from  tljc 
floor.  3fn  effect  tlje  room  toa£  Iihe  a 
quiet,  gtarrp  nigljt,  all  a$urc  and  £ilbcr, 
flushed  in  rhr  ea£t  toitl)  rosy  promise 
of  tfjc  daton.  ^t  toa£,  a£  tlje  ljou£c  of 
a  man  should  be,  an  erpre££ion  of  tl)c 
character  and  Spirit  of  t^e  master. 

J^e  turned  to  fyi$  friend^  toljen  tlje 
jeiong  toa^  ended,  and  inbited  tljem  to  be 
Seated  on  tl)c  diban  at  tl)e  toe^tern  end 
of  tfte  room. 

ou  Ijabe  come  to^nig^t/'  gaid  Ijc, 
looking  around  tlje  circle,  "  at  nip 
call,  a$f  tl)e  faithful  ^cftolar^  of  2oroas^ 
ter,  to  reneto  pour  toor£l)ip  and  rchindlc 
pour  faitl)  in  tlje  «3od  of  ^uritp,  eben  a£ 
tlji^  fire  Ja^  been  rekindled  on  tlje  altar. 
H£e  toor^ljip  not  tlje  fire,  but  $?im  of 
toljom  it  i£  tlje  cljo^en  ^pmbol,  because 
it  i$  tlje  purest  of  all  created  tljing£. 
3Ft  ^peaM  to  u$  of  one  toljo  i£  itigljt 
and  €rutlj»  ^^  it  not  £o,  mp  fatljer  ? " 


•o. 


t  is  toell  Said,  mp  £<m,"  anstoered 


toenerafcle 

enlightened  are  neber  idolaters. 
lift  tlje  tocil  of  tf)e  form  and  go  in  to  tfje 
Sfjrinc  of  tj)c  realitp,  ano  nctD  ligfyt  ano 
trut^  arc  coming  to  tljcm  continuallp 

t^c  olo  ^pmool^/' 
me,  tjjen,  mp  father  and  mp 
friend^,"  £aid  3Crtalian,  berp  quictlp, 
<4lDl)ilc  <$  tell  pou  of  tfte  neto  iigl)t  and 
trut^  tl)at  Ijatoe  come  to  me  t^roug^  tJje 
most  ancient  of  all  signs.  lOr  liaDc 
^carcfjcd  tfje  Secrets  of  nature  together, 
and  studied  t^e  Dealing  birtue^  of  toatcr 
and  fire  and  tlje  piants\  Wt  jabe  read 
al^o  tf)e  fiooh^  of  propijecp  in  toljici)  tftc 
future  i^  dimlp  foretold  in  toord£  tljat 
are  fjard  to  understand.  25ut  tljc  !)ig()c0t 
of  all  leaniing  i^  tlje  hnotoledge  of  tl)c 
Stars,  €o  trace  tljeir  courses  iS  to 
untangle  tl)e  threads  of  fyc  mpSterp 
of  life  from  tlje  beginning  to  tfyc  end, 
toe  could  folloto  tljem  perfectlp, 


noticing  iuould  fie  Bidden  from  u£. 
not  our  hnotoledgc  of  tljem 
incomplete?    5£rc  tljere  not  manp 

fiepond  our  Ijori^on  -  -  lights?  tljat 
arc  hnoton  ontp  to  tf)e  dtueller^  in 
tfje  far  £outl)4and,  among  tljc  £picc- 
tree^sf  of  l^unt  and  tfje  gold-mines?  of 


of 


€l)cre 
among 
Ijc 


" 


a  murmur 
li£tener£. 

efaid  Cigrane^, "  are 
of  tlje  Eternal.  €l)ep  are 
25ut  tlje  tl)ougl)tflf  of  man 
can  fie  counted,  like  tljc  pear£  of  l)i^  life. 
Cftc  toi£dom  of  tl)e  ^agi  i0  tlje  greatest 
of  all  tDi^dom^  on  cartl),  fiecausc  it 
hnotD^f  itg  otun  ignorance.  3Cnd  tljat  i$ 
tljc  Secret  of  potuer,  Wt  fteep  men 
altwapsf  looking  and  toaiting  for  a  neiu 
£unrige,  25ut  toe  ourj5elbesf  hnoto  tljat 
tlje  darfene^^  i^  equal  to  tlje  ligljt,  and 
t^at  tlje  conflict  fiettoeen  tljem  tuill  netocr 
fie  ended." 
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'€ljat  docs  not  SatiSfp  me,"  anstoered 
Slrtaban,  "  for,  if  tfjc  Waiting  must  be 
cndlcSS,  if  tfjere  could  be  no  fulfilment 
of  it,  then  it  ujould  not  be  toiSdom  to 
look  and  limit.  We  should  become  line 
ncto  teachers  of  tlje  Freehs,  toljo 
tljat  tljere  is  no  trutlj,  and  tljat  tlje 
onlp  toiSe  men  are  tljoSe  tofjo 
tljcir  lines  in  discovering  and 
tlje  lies  that  ha\jc  been  believed  in  the 
toorld.  ?but  t^e  netD  Sunrise  toill  ccr^ 
tainlp  Damn  in  the  appointed  time.  Do 
not  our  oton  boohs  tell  us  tyat  tl)iS  tDill 
come  to  paSS,  and  tyat  men  toill  See  tlje 
brightness  of  a  great  lig^t  ? " 

Ijat  is  true,"  Said  tlje  Voice  of 
^tbgaruS ;  u  eVcrp  faithful  disciple 
of  Zoroaster  hnotos  tje  propljccp  of  tlje 
3fiVeSta  and  carries  tlje  toord  in  IjiS 
Ijcart.  *  3^n  tljat  dap  ^oSioSl)  tlje  Bic^ 
torious  Sljall  arise  out  of  tlje  number 
of  tlje  propljets  in  tlje  east  countrp. 
Ground  him  shall  shine  a  migljtp 


brigljtnc£0,  and  fje  styall  mafce  life  ctocr^ 
lasting,  incorruptible,  and  immortal, 
and  tljc  bcati  sfyall  ri£e  again/" 

fji£   ig   a   darh   gaping/'   £aid 
€igrane£,  "  anti  it  map  be  tftat  toe 
ncVicr  unDcr^tanti  it.    ^t  isf  better 


to  consider  tljc  tljing^  t^at  are  near  at 
Ijano,  ano  to  increase  tf)c  influence  of 
tl)e  St^agi  in  tljeir  otun  eountrp,  rather 
than  to  look  for  one  inlio  map  be  a 
Stranger,  ano  to  to&om  toe  muieft  resign 
our  potocr." 

€ljc  otljcr^  geemeo  to  approve  t^e^e 
tDorb^.  €ljere  ina^  a  silent  feeling 
of  agreement  manifest  among  tljem  ; 
tljeir  looft^  re^pondeo  toitlj  tljat  inDe^ 
finable  erprc^ion  toljicl)  altoap£  follotu^ 
h)l)en  a  jefpeaher  fta£  uttered  t^e  tljougljt 
tfjat  f)a£  been  ^lumbering  in  tlje  fjeart£ 
of  l)i^  li-sftener^.  55ut  SUrtaban  turned 
to  3lbgaru^  toitft  a  gloto  on  jji^f  face, 
and  saiti: 

father,  5  J)abe   fte^t 

31 


propljccp  in  tf)e  Secret  place  of  mp 
Religion  toityout  a  great  Ijope  toould  be 
like  an  altar  toityout  a  litoing  fire,  3Und 
noto  tlje  flame  l)a£  burned  more  brigfttlp, 
and  bp  tf)c  ligfot  of  it  51  ^^c  reao  ot^cr 
inords  Uiliicl)  also  hADc  eome  from  tlir 
fountain  of  €rutl),  anU  ^peaft  pet  more 
elearlp  of  tljc  rising  of  tl)c  Bictorioug 
ODne  in  l)i^  brigfjtne^." 

orcto  from  tlje  breast  of  f)i£  tunic 
small  rolls1  of  fine  linen,  toitl) 
toriting  upon  tl)em,  ano  unfolded  tljem 
earefullp  upon  l)i^  ftnee* 

n  tjje  pear$f  tljat  arc  lost  in  tljc  pa^t, 
long  before  our  fatljcr£  came  into 


tl)e  land  of  ^abplon,  tljere  tocre 
men  in  €l)aldea,  from  toljom  tlje  fir-sft 
of  tl)c  Sl^agi  learned  tlje  Secret  of  tljc 
l)eabensf.  3find  of  tlje^e  Balaam  tl)e  son 
of  2$cor  iua^  one  of  tfjc  migljtiest 
l?ear  tlje  tuords  of  l)i£  propljecp:  '€^ere 
sl)all  eome  a  star  out  of  ^acob,  and  a 

sceptre  sljall  ari^e  out  of 
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fn     €f)c  lips  of  STigraneS  drcto  dotomuard 
toitl)  contempt,  as  be  Said : 

udal)  toaS  a  captifcc  bp  tfjc  toatcrs 

of  2$abplon,  and  tlje  Sons  of  3'acob 

tpere  in  bondage  to  our  kings*  Cfte 
tribes  of  Israel  are  Scattered  tljrouglj 
tljc  mountains  liftc  lost  SlKfp>  and  from 
tf)e  remnant  tl)at  dluells  in  ^uoea 
under  t^e  pohc  of  Iflome  neither  Star  nor 
Sceptre  S^all  arise." 

pet/'  anstoered  ^Irtaban,  "it 
tfje  l^cbreto  SDaniel,  tlje  migljtp 
Searcher  of  dreams,  tftc  counsellor  of 
ftings,  tljc  tuiSe  25elteSfja55ar,  tuljo  toaS 
most  honoured  and  belobed  of  our  great 
fling  CpruS.  31  prophet  of  Sure  things 
and  a  reader  of  tf)e  t^oug^ts  of  45od, 
SDaniel  probed  IjimSelf  to  our  people, 
nd  tfjeSe  are  tlje  tuordS  t^at  l)e  turote," 
(^trtaban  read  from  tfje  Second  roll:) 
"  'linotD,  therefore,  and  understand  tftat 
from  tljc  going  forty  of  tlje  command^ 
ment  to  restore  Jerusalem,  unto 
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Anointed   <0nc,  ttye  prince,  tf)c  time 
and  threescore  and  riuo 

,  "IP 
doubtfuHp,  "tjjege  are  mpgtical  number^. 

can  interpret  tfjem,  or  totyo  can 
find  tlje  hep  t&at  £{)ail  untocfe  tljeir 
meaning? " 

rtaban  an^stuered:  "Jt  fja^  tieen 
^i)oU)n   to   me  and  to  mp  tl)ree 
companion^  among  tye  a^agi— Caspar, 

and  ^altfta^ar.  We 
tfye  ancient  tablet^  of 
and  computed  tlje  time,  ^t  falis  in 
pear.  We  l)abc  studied  tl)c  ^hp,  and  in 
tfye  spring  of  tlje  pear  toe  £ato  ttuo  of 
tlje  greatest  £tar£  drato  near  together 
in  tlje  ?ign  of  tlje  jfiBft,  toljicl)  i^  tlje 
I)ou0e  of  t()c  l^ebrctD^*  We  also  ^ato 
a  neto  ^tar  t^ere,  toljicl)  £f)one  for  one 
nigjt  and  tljen  toanisfjed.  |5otu  again 
tlxjo  great  planet^  are  meeting, 
nigljt  i£  tJjeir  conjunction. 
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tfjrec  brotl)cr£  are  toatcl)ing  at  tf)e 
ancient  €emple  of  tfje  ^eben  ^pfjere^, 
at  25or0ippa,  in  2$abplonia,  anti  3f  am 
toatcfting  Ijerc.  3Ff  tfte  £tar  £f)ineg 
again,  tf)ep  toill  toait  ten  &ap£  for  me 
at  tfte  temple,  anti  t^en  toe  toill  ^et  out 
together  for  S^u^alem,  to  ^ee  anb 
toor^^ip  tye  promi^cb  one  tuljo  ^ftall  ue 
born  Hing  of  ^rael,  ^  belietoe  tlje 
iBfigii  Uiill  eome.  5  6^be  mabc  reabp 
for  tfte  journep.  3P  fjabe  £olb  mp 
anb  mp  po££e££iong,  anb  bought 
tftrec  jetoete— a  ^app^ire,  a  rubp,  anb 
a  pearl  — to  carrp  tftem  a£  tribute  to 
tlje  fling.  3Cnb  jj!  a^fe  pou  to  go  toitl) 
me  on  tje  pilgrimage,  tljat  toe  map 
jop  together  in  finbing  tfte  prince 
i^  tDort^p  to  be  £erbeb," 


j  Jjile  fje  toa£  ^peaking  &e  tljru^t 
fjanb  into  tjje  inmost  folb  of 
girble  anb  breku  out  tljrec  great  gem^— 
one  blue  a£  a  fragment  of  tlje  nigftt  ^ftp, 
one  rebber  tfjan  a  rap  of  ^unri^e,  anb  one 
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pure  a£  tje  peah  of  a  £noto  mountain 
at  ttoiligjt  -  -  and  laid  tjem  on  tje  out^ 
gpread  linen  gcrollg  before  Jim. 

ut   Jig   friendg   looked   on  toitj 

Strange  ano  alien  epeg*  3U  \jeil  of 
ooubt  and  mi.Btrugt  came  ober  tjeir 
faceg,  line  a  fog  ereeping  up  from  tje 
mar^s i Je£  to  Jioc  tje  Jillg.  €Jep  glanceo 
at  eacj  otjer  toitj  loohg  of  toonoer  and 
pitp,  ag  tjo^c  tDjo  Jabc  listened  to 
incredible  gaping^,  tjc  £torp  of  a  UJild 
tiigion,  or  tje  proposal  of  an  impossible 
cnterpriise. 

t  la^t  €igraneg  £aid : 

tjig  ig  a  bain  dream, 
from  too  mucj  looking  upon  tjc 
and  tjc  cJcri^Jing  of  loftp 
^t  toould  be  toiler  to  gpend  tje  time 
in  gathering  monep  for  tje  netu  ftre^ 
temple  at  €Jala.  |5o  hing  luill  eber 
ri£c  from  tje  brohen  race  of  3P£rael, 
and  no  end  toill  eber  come  to  tje  eternal 

Strife  of  ligjt  and  darltnc££.    i^e 
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for  it  i£  a  dja£cr  of 
farcUJdl," 

another  £aid:  "Sfirtafian, 
fjatoc  no  knowledge  of  tljc£c 
and  mp  office  a£  guardian  of  tlje  ropal 
treasure  fiind£  me  Ijerc,  €f)c  quc£t  i$ 
not  for  me,  2£ut  if  tljou  mu£t  folloto 
it,  fare  tljec  todl/' 

nd  another  ^aid:  "^n  mp 
tl)erc  ^leep^  a  ncto  firide,  and 
cannot  leabe  fter  nor  take  l)er  iuitj)  me 
on  tlji£  Strange  Journep.  €l)i£  que^t 
i-^  not  for  me,  25ut  map  tljp  ^tep^  fie 
prospered  tDjereber  tjou  goe^t.  «£o, 
farewell," 

5llnd  another  ^aid:  "^  am  ill  and 
unfit  for  ljard£l)ip,  fiut  tl)erc  ijs  a  man 
among  mp  £ertoant£  toljom  5  toill  ^end 
tuitlj  tfjee  tul)en  tljou  goe^t,  to  firing  me 
toord  Ijoto  t^ou  fare£t," 

ut  ^ifigaru^,  tlje  oldest  and  tftc 
one  ujfto  lobed  SErtafian  t^c  fie^t, 
lingered  after  tfte  otfter^  l)ad  gone,  and 
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gratoelp:  "&£p  £on,  it  map  be 
tfjat  tje  ligljt  of  trutf)  i£  in  tl)i£  sign 
tjjat  lja£  appeareo  in  tl)e  ghie£,  ano  tfjen 
it  toill  surelp  leao  to  tj)e  prince  ano  tfyt 
migfjtp  brig^tnc^.  <0r  it  map  6c  tljat 
it  IB  onip  a  sliaDotu  of  UK  light,  as 
Cigrancief  l)a£  ^aio,  ano  tljcn  l) 
folloliiB  it  Unit  hnUf  onip  a  long 
grimagc  ana  an  cmptp  ^carrlj.  25ut  it 
IB  better  to  folloto  eben  the  shaDoUi  of 
the  best  than  to  remain  eontent  vuith 
the  inorst .  Hiio  those  Uiho  luoulD  sec 
tuonberful  tljingsf  must  often  be  rcaop 
to  tratocl  alone»  5  am  too  olo  for  tl)i^ 
journcp,  but  mp  Ijeart  ^ijall  be  a  eom^ 
pnnion  of  the  pilgrimage  oap  ano  night. 
ano  3F  sfyall  ftnoto  tf)e  eno  of  ttyp  que^t. 
in  peaee." 

o  one  bp  one  tfjep  toent  out  of  tljc 
a^ure  eftamber  toitf)  itj6f  ^ilber  ^tarj0ft 
ano  Hrtaban  toas  left  in  solituoe. 
^e  gatf)ereo  up  tlje  jetoel^  ano  replaeeo 

tfjem  in  fyi$  girdle,    for  a  long  time  Ije 
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£toob  and  toatcftcb  tljc  flame  tljat  flich^ 
crcD  anD  sank  upon  the  altar.    €f)cn  IK 
cro££eb  tljc  Ijall,  Uftcd  tftc  f)cabp  curtain, 
cD  out  bctlriccn  the  null  rcD 
pillar^  of  porpftprp  to  tjc  terrace  on 
roof. 

te  jeljiber  tftat  tfjrili^  tftrougf)  tlje 
eartl)  ere  ^Ije  rou0e£  from  f)er  nig^t 
()ati  alreaop  begun,  ano  tlje  cool 
toino  tljat  jjcralD^  tfje  oapfcreafc  tua^ 
bratoing  boUjntoaro  from  tl)e  loftp, 
aceb  rabinc^  of  &$ount  ODronte^, 
,  Ijalf  atuahencb,  erept  ano  cljirpeb 
among  t^c  rustling  leabes,  ano  tlje  ^mcll 
of  ripenea  grape^  came  in  brief  toaft£ 
from  tfje  arbor^. 

far  otocr  tjje  eastern  plain  a  tofritc 
mij6ft  ^tretcljeb  lifte  a  tofte.  25ut  tuyere 
tlje  Distant  pealt  of  Eagro^  ^errateb 
tfje  toe^tern  ^ori^on  tfte  ^hp  toa£  clear. 
Jupiter  anb  Saturn  rolleb  together  lifte 
of  lambent  flame  about  to  blenb 
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$  Slrtaban  toatcl)ed  tf)em,  behold, 
an  a^ure  Sparfc  toas  born  out  of 


darfcncSS  bencati),  rounoing  itself 
purple  £plcnoor£  to  a  crimson 
ano  Spiring  uptuarD  ttjrougl)  rap^  of 
Saffron  anD  orange  into  a  point  of  tol)ite 
raoiance.  €inp  ano  infinitelp  remote, 
pet  perfect  in  cbcrp  part,  it  puteateo  in 
t\)t  enormous  toault  a0  if  tlje  tl)ree  jetuel^ 
in  t()c  ^agian'^  breast  Ijao  mingled  and 
been  transformed  into  a  lining  l)eart  of 


botucd  f)i^  b^ti.    I^e  eotoered 
broto  Initl)  Iji^  Ijandtf. 

"  ^t  is  t&c  Sign/'  l)e  Said,    4*  €l)e 
fting  is  eoming,  and  3f  toill  go  to  meet 


;Y  THE  WATERS 
OP   BABYLON 


II  nigfjt  long  Bagoa,  tf)e 
gtoiftest  of  3trtaban'£  gorges, 
linn  been  toaiting,  gaoolco  and 
brioleo,  in  fjcr  stall,  patoing 
tfje  ground  impatientlp,  and 
l)er  bit  a£  if  ^^e  ^fjareb  tlje 


eagerness   of  fter  ma^ter'^  purpose, 
tfyougf)  $fyc  hneto  not  it^  meaning. 

Before  tftc  biro^  Ijao  fullp  rou^eo  to 
tljeir  Strong,  Ijigl),  jopful  cljant  of  morn^ 
ing  gong,  before  tye  toftite  mi£t  l)ao 
begun  to  lift  la^ilp  from  tl)e  plain, 
otljer  tDi^e  man  toa^  in  tl)e 
rioing  gtoiftlp  along  tf)e  IjigljroaD, 
shirteo  tfte  ba£e  of 


oto  doge,  fjoto  intimate  is  tfte 
__  radesf)ip  bettocen  a  man  and 
fafcoritc  ^orge  on  a  long  journep. 
a  Silent,  comprehensive  fricnDSljip,  an 
intercourse  bepond  tl)c  need  of 


drinft  at  tlje  £ame  toap£ide 

and  £lecp  uuticr 
guardian  £tar£.  €f>cp  are 
together  of  tfyc  Subduing  £pell  of  nigl)t= 
fall  and  tfyc  quichening  jop  of  oapteaft. 
Eljc  master  ^Ijare^  l)i^  evening  meal 
\sitl)  \)i$  l)ungrp  companion,  ano  feelg 
t^e  ^oft,  moi£t  \i$$  earc^^ing  tfte  palm 
of  l)i£  Ijand  a$  tljep  cio£e  otoer  tlje  morsel 
of  bread,  ^n  tl)e  grap  datun  l)e  i$ 
roused  from  l)i£f  bitoouac  bp  tlje  gentle 
#tir  of  a  toarm,  jstueet  breat^  ober  l)i^ 
Bleeping  faee,  and  looft£  up  into  tl)e  epe? 
of  f)i£  faithful  fellotD^trabeller,  readp 
and  hutting  for  the  toil  of  rhr  dap. 
^>urelp,  unlc^  Ijc  i$  a  pagan  and  an 
unbeliever,  bp  toljatetoer  name  Ije  eall^ 
upon  i)i^  <Dod,  IK  hJill  tljank  l)im  for 
boieele^  ^pmpatljp,  tjjtjf  dumb 
affection,  and  Iji£  morning  praper  Urill 
embrace  a  double  blessing — <zBod  blc^ 
bot^,  and  fceep  our  feet  from  falling 
and  our  £oul£  from  deatl) ! 
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3Und  tljen,  tfjrougl)  tfjc  Keen  morn? 
ing  air,  tf)e  £toift  fjoof£  beat  tljcir 
Spirited  mu£ic  along  tl)c  road,  keeping 
time  to  tfje  pulling  of  ttoo  ljeart£  tfjat 
are  mobcd  toitf)  ttje  ^ame  eager  desire 
-  to  conquer  £pace,  to  dcbour  tlje  di^ 
tanee,  to  attain  tye  goal  of  tlje  journep. 
rtafoan  mu^t,  indeed,  ride  toi^elp 
and  toell  if  ^e  toould  ftecp  tfyt 
appointed  jjour  toitft  tlje  otfter  sr^agi; 
for  tljc  route  toa£  a  hundred  and  fiftp 
para^ang^,  and  fifteen  toa^  tlje  utmost 
tf)at  jje  could  tratoel  in  a  dap.  25ut  |je 
fenetu  Ba^sda'^  ^trengtl),  and  pu£fjcd 
fortoard  UJitfjout  anrietp,  mahing  tlje 
fired  distance  eberp  dap,  tfjougl)  fte  mu^t 
travel  late  into  t&e  nig^t,  and  in 
morning  long  before  ^unri$fe, 
e  pa^ed  along  tl)e  urotun 
of  amount  <0ronte^,  furrotoed  bp  tjje 
rochp  cour^e^  of  a  hundred  torrent^, 
crowed  tlje  lebel  plaint  of  tfje 
tuyere  tlje  famous 


of  fjorgeg,  feebing  in  tfje  toibe  pa£ture£, 
to££eb  tfjeir  f)cab£  at  1£agba'£  approach, 
anb  gallopeb  atoap  toitfj  a  tfjunbcr  of 
manp  f)oof£,  anb  flochg  of  toilb  foirbg 
ro£e  gubbcnlp  from  tlje  £toampp  meab^ 
toljeeling  in  great  circled  toitl)  a 

flutter  of  innumerable 
anb  sfyrill  eric^  of  £urpri£e. 

J^e  traber$feb  tl)e  fertile  nelb£  of 
cabar,tol)crc  t^c  bu£t  from  tljet^re^ljing^ 
floors  ftllcb  tlje  air  toit^  a  golben  migt, 
l)alf  gibing  tlje  Ijuge  temple  of  2t£tarte 

four  l)imbreb  pillar^* 
t  25ag^i^tan,    among  tlje  ricl) 
garben^f   toatcreb  6p  fountain^ 
from  tye  rocft,  ^e  looheb  up  at 
mountain  tljrugting  it^  immense 
gcb  firoto  out  ober  tljc  roab,  anb 
tl)e  figure  of  fting  SDariu^  trampling 
upon  |)i£  fallen  foe^ef,  anb  tlje  proub 
of  fyi$  toarjtf  anb  tonque£t£  gra^ 
ben  Ijigl)  upon  tlje  face  of  t^e  eternal 
cliff. 


ber  manp  a  cold  and  desolate  paSS, 
cratoling  painfullp  across  tlje  toind^ 
Stoept  SjoulderS  of  tlje  fjillS;  doton 
a  blaclt  mountain=gorge,  toljcre 
tfjc  riber  roared  and  raced  before  fjim 
lifce  a  Sabage  guide;  across  manp  a 
Smiling  bale,  toitlj  terraces  of 
limestone  full  of  bines  and  fruit 
tfjrouglj  tlje  oah  grobes  of  Carine  and 
tfjc  darfc  <d5ates  of  ^agroS,  bjalled  in  bp 
precipices ;  into  tlje  ancient  dtp  of  €  Jala, 
tofjere  tlje  people  of  Samaria  fjad  been 
hept  in  captibitp  long  ago;  and  out 
again  bp  tlje  migljtp  portal,  riben  tljrouglj 
tlje  encircling  Jills,  tuljere  fjc  Sato 
image  of  tlje  IJigfj  Driest  of  tlje 
Sculptured  on  tlje  toall  of  rocft,  toitlj 
Ijand  uplifted  as  if  to  bleSS  tlje  centuries 
of  pilgrims ;  past  tlje  entrance  of  tlje 
narroto  defile,  filled  from  end  to  end  toit fj 
orchards  of  peacJeS  and  figs,  tljrougj 
toljiclj  tlje  riber  oBpndcS  foamed  doton 
to  meet  Jim ;  ober  tlje  broad  rice^fieldS, 
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Vulirrc  riic  autumnal  toaporS  Spreab 

lp  mists ;  follotoing  along  tf)e 
course  of  tlje  ritoer,  unber  tremulous 
SljabotoS  of  poplar  anb  tamarinb,  among 
tfje  Iotoer  lulls ;  anb  out  upon  tljc  flat 
plain,  toljere  tfje  roab  ran  Straight  as 
an  arroto  tfjrougl)  tlje  stufoblc^nelbS  anb 
parcfjeb  mcabotoS;  past  tlje  citp  of 
CtcSipfjon,  tol)cretl)e  5partl)ian  emperors 
reigncb,  anb  tftc  bast  metropolis  of 
^>eleucia  tol)icl)  ^Eleranber  Built ;  across 
tlje  Stoirling  floobS  of  €igris  anb  tlje 
manp  cljannels  of  €upljratcS,  flotoing 
pelloto  tljrougl)  tl)e  corn^tanbS  —  3Hrta^ 
Ban  preSSeb  ontoarb  until  ^c  arribeb, 
at  nightfall  of  tlyc  trntjj  bap,  fccncatl)  tlje 
Sl)attereb  toalls  of  populous  25abplon. 
aSba  toaS  almost  Spent,  anb  Ije 
tooulb  glablp  fcatoe  turneb  into 
dtp  to  finb  rest  anb  refreshment  for 
l)imsdf  anb  for  l)er,  25ut  l)e  hncto  tljat 
it  toaS  tl)ree  fours'  Journep  pet  to  tlje 
€emple  of  t^e  ^>eben  J>pl)ereS,  anb 

A  -^  *      ff 


fje  must  reacf)  tfje  place  bp  midnight  if 
lie  Voould  find  I)ts  comrades  tamtmg. 

he  DID  not  halt,  but  rotic  Steadilp 
across  tfje  stubble-fields. 

grobe  of  date-palms  mabe  an 
i^Ianb  of  gloom  in  tje  pale  pelloto 

fyt  pa^eb  into  tf)c  ^(jaliob 
^lacftenco  Ijcr  pace,  and  began  to  picfc 
j)er  toap  more  carefullp. 

ear  tfyt  farther  end  of  tfte  darfene^^ 

an  acce^  of  caution  Deemed  to  fall 
upon  fter,  ^fte  Scented  ^ome  danger  or 
difficult?  ;  it  tua^  not  in  Ijer  Jeart  to  flp 
from  it  —  onlp  to  be  prepared  for  it,  and 
to  meet  it  toigelp,  a£  a  good  Ijor^e  ^ftould 
do,  €ljc  grobe  hja^  clo^e  and  Silent  ag 
tlje  tomb  ;  not  a  leaf  rustled,  not  a  bird 


^Ije  felt  l)er  £tepg  before  Ijer  delicatelp, 
carrping  Jer  Jcad  loto,  and  ^igfting  noto 
and  tl)cn  Ujitl)  apprehension.  3Ut  la^t 
Slje  gabe  a  quicfc  breatl)  of  anxietp 
and  digmap,  and  stood 
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quivering  in  cfccrp  muscle,  before  a 
darfc  object  in  tye  Sfcadoto  of  tjje  last 
palm-tree. 

rtaban  dismounted.   €f>e  dim  Star? 

light  repealed  tfyc  form  of  a  man 
Iping  across  tf)e  road.  1|HS  fumble 
drcSS  and  tlje  outline  of  ^i^  ^aggard 
faee  sfyotoed  t^at  Jje  toa^  protmfclp  one 
of  tlje  poor  i^cfcrcto  evile^f  tojjo  jstill 
dtuelt  in  great  number^  in  tfyt  toicinitp. 
tyi$  paliid  ^ftin,  drp  and  pelloto  a^ 
parchment,  bore  tljc  mark  of  tlje  deadlp 
:  feber  toj)ic^  ravaged  tl)e  mar£(Mandg  in 
autumn.  €l)e  cljili  of  deatf)  Uja^  in  fti^ 
lean  Jand,  andt  a^  ^Irtaban  released  it, 
t^e  arm  fell  bach  inertlp  upon  tfje 
motionle^  breast. 

e  turned  atoap  toitft  a  tfjougftt  of 

pitp,  consigning  tlje  bodp  to  tljat 


Strange  burial  tofjid)  tl)c 

deemed  most  fitting  — tlje  funeral  of  tfje 

desert,  from  toljicf)  tfje  feitcS  and  touk 

tureS  rise  on  darft  tuingS,  and  tje 
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beasts  of  prep  Slinfc  furtitoclp  atoap, 
leatoing  onlp  a  l)cap  of  tofjitc  bones  in 
the  ^ano, 

a£  Ije  turned,  a  long,  faint, 
igf)  came  from  tfje  man'^ 
broton,  bonp  finger^  closed 
on  tfje  jjcm  of  tfte  0£agian'£  rofie 


and 

^rtaban'S  tycart  leaped  to  fus  tljroat, 
not  toitf)  fear,  but  toitf)  a  dumb 
resentment  at  tl)e  importunitp  of 
blind  delap. 

Ipoto  could  Ije  Stap  fjere  in 
to  minister  to  a  dping  Stranger  ?  3®f)at 
claim  Ijad  tl)is  unfenoton  fragment  of 
:  ftuman  life  upon  IjiS  compassion  or  JiS 
Service?  3Ff  Ije  lingered  but  for  an  Ijour 
Je  could  ftardlp  reacl)  25orSippa  at  tfje 
appointed  time.  l^iS  companions  toould 
t jinh  ^e  Ijad  giben  up  tlje  joumep.  € ftep 
UioulD  go  tuiriiout  inm.  l)c  toould  lose 
quest. 

25ut  if  |je  toent  on  notd,  tlje  man  toould 
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^  £urelp  bic.  5f  &  £tapeb,  life 
fie  regtoreb.  ^i£  Spirit  tfjrofifieb  anb 
fluttereb  toitfj  tjje  urgencp  of  tl)e 
£l)oulb  fjc  rigk  tfje  great  retoarb  of 
bibine  fait^  for  tl)e  ^ake  of  a  jingle  beeb 
of  ljuman  lobe  ?  £l)oulb  je  tunt  a^ibe, 
if  onlp  for  a  moment,  from  tl)c  folloto^ 
ing  of  t^e  £tar,  to  gibe  a  cup  of  colb 
Uiater  to  a  poor,  periling  l^efireto  ? 

"  <*Bob  of  trutlj  anb  puritp/'  ftc  prapeb, 
abirect  me  in  tlje  l)olp  patl),  tjje  koap  of 

Cljen  l)c  mrneb  fiack  to  tfje  $fick  man. 
itoo^ening  tljc  graisp  of  Ijisf  ftanb,  l)e 
carrieb  jjim  to  a  little  mount)  at  tl)e  foot 
of  tlje  palm-tree. 

e  unfiounb  tfte  tftick  folb^ef  of  tl)e 
turfian   anb   openeb  tl)e  garment 
afiobe  tlje  Sunken  firea^t.    i^e  firougljt 
toater  from  one  of  tlje  ^mall  canal^ 
near  fip,  anb  moisteneb  tljc  ^ufferer'^ 

t*      r 

firoto  anb  moutl).    l^e  mingleb  a  braugl)t 
of  one  of  tljo^e  Dimple  fiut  potent 
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remedies  tofjicf)  f)e  earried  altuaps  in 
(>iS  girdle  —  for  tfje  ftpagians  toere 
pljpSicianS  as  toell  as  astrologers  - 
and  poured  it  Slotolp  bettoeen  tljc  colors 
IcSS  lipS*  $our  after  ftour  j)c  laborcb 
as  onlp  a  Skilful  Dealer  of  disease  can 
Do;  ano,  at  last,  tftc  man's  Strength 
returned;  fje  Sat  up  and  looked  about 


art  tjjou  ?  "  jje  Said,  in  tlje  rude 
dialect  of  tf)e  eountrp,  "and  tuljp 


IjaSt  tl)ou  Sougljt  me  j)ere  to  bring  bach 
mp  life  ? " 

<(  gf  am  Sfirtafcan  tlje  sr^agian,  of  tfje 
citp  of  <£c&atana,  and  3f  am  going  to 
Jerusalem  in  Scared  of  one  toljo  is  to 
be  born  &ing  of  tl)e  g^ctoS,  a  great 
prince  and  SDelitoerer  of  all  men.  g 
dare  not  delap  anp  longer  upon  mp 
journep,  for  tlje  caraban  tljat  IjaS  tuaited 
for  me  map  depart  toityout  me.  25ut 
See,  l)ere  is  all  tljat  5  Ijabe  left  of  bread 
and  toine,  and  j)ere  is  a  potion  of  Dealing 
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Jertis.  Wfycn  tjp  £trcngtj  i£  rc^ 
stored  rliou  canst  finD  the  bUicllings 
of  tje  i^etiretog  among  tjc  Jouae£  of 
2£»at>plon," 

tai^feo  {jij6f  trmibling  ^a«o 
to  fteaben. 

otD  map  tl)e  oBob  of  5Hbrajjam  anti 
and  ^acob  ftlc^^  anb 


joumcp  of  ttje  merciful,  anb  tiring 
Jim  in  peace  to  Ji£  be^ireb  Jaben*  25ut 
^tap;  5  Jabe  nothing  to  gibe  tjee  in 
return  —  onlp  tjij^  :  tjat  3  can  teH  tijce 
loljere  tje  Sl^e^^iaJ  mu^ft  tie 
for  our  propjctg  Jabc  ^aib  tfjat 
lefljoulb  tic  tioni  not  in  3tou£alem,  but 
in  2$etf)lejem  of  S^ubaJ.  Sl^ap  tje  Horb 
tiring  t  Jee  in  ^afetp  to  tjat  place,  because 
tjou  Ja£t  Jab  pitp  upon  tje  £ich." 

t  in  as  alreabp  long  past  mibnigjt 


SCrtaban  robe  in  Jaste,  anb 
re^toreb  tip  tje  brief  rest,  ran  eagerlp 
tjrougj  tje  silent  plain  anb  £toam  tje 
of  tje  Tiber,  ^>Je  put  fortj 
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tfjc  remnant  of  fjcr  strength,  and  fled 
otoer  tl)e  ground  lifte  a  gazelle* 

2$ut  tjje  first  beam  of  tf)e  ^un  ^cnt 
fjer  ^ftaooto  before  fter  a^  ^fte  entered 
upon  tje  final  ^taoium  of  tfte  journep, 
and  tjje  epe^  of  Sdrtafean,  anriouslp 
^canning  tfte  great  mound  of  |£imrod 
and  fye  Ccmple  of  tljc  ^>cbcn  <£>pl)ere0, 
could  discern  no  traee  of  f)i£  friend^* 
jje  manp^colored  terrace^  of  blarft 
and  orange  and  red  and  pelloto  and 
green  and  blue  and  liilntc,  ^^attered  bp 
tfte  conbul^ion^  of  nature,  and  crumbling 
under  tfte  repeated  bloto£  of  guman 
Violence,  £till  glittered  lifte  a  ruined 
rainboto  in  tf)e  morning  ligjt, 

3Crtaban  rode  ^toiftlp  around  tfte  full, 
dismounted  and  climbed  to  tlje 
terrace,  loohing  out  totoardg 
tje  Uje^t. 

€fte  ljuge  desolation  of  tfte  marsfies 
Stretched  atoap  to  tl)e  Ijori^on  and  tlje 
border  of  t^e  desert.  Bitterns  Stood 


&p  tf)e  Stagnant  pool£  anb  jacfcal£ 
£Rulheb  t&rougl)  rtje  loto  &u£l)e£ ;  but 
tljere  toa£  no  £ign  of  tlje  caratoan  of  tlje 
men,  far  or  near. 

t  tfje  ebge  of  tf)e  terrace  ^e  £ato  a 
little  cairn  of  firohen  bricft^,  anb 
unber  tycm  a  piece  of  parchment.  I^e 
caught  it  up  anb  reab :  "  UDc  Ijabe 
luaitcD  past  f lit  mtbmght,  anb  can  belap 
no  longer.  Wt  go  to  ftnb  tlje  Jting. 
ifollokD  u$  acro^  tftc  be^ert." 

•Hrtauan  sat  Dolnn  upon  the  grouttb 
anb  cobereb  his  hcaD  in  Despair. 
otD  can  5  cro££  tl)e  be^eert, 
fje,  "  fcoitl)  no  foob  anb  toitl)  a 

1    *$  must  retuni  to 
mp  ^appfjire,  anb  6up  a  train  of 
camel^,  anb  probiision  for  t|)e  journep. 
map  ncber  obertahe  mp  fricnb£. 
6ob  tfje  merciful  hnoto^  toljertjer 
^ftall  not  lo^e  tlje  £igl)t  of  tf)e 
because  K  tarrieb  to  sfyoto  mercp.' 


OIL  THE  SAKE  OF 
A  LITTLE  CHILD 


.- 


(KIT  tuns  a  silence  in  the 
of  SDreamS,  tuyere  2f 
listening  to  tfje  storp 

of  tje  <®tf)cr  3®i£e 
tjrougj  tf)i£  silence 


Sato,  but  berp  oimip,  l)i£  figure 
ober  tlje  orearp  unoulation^  of  tfte  oe^ert, 
upon  tfje  fiacft  of  fyi$  camel,  roching 
ontuaro  lifce  a  ?l)ip  obet  tfte 
toabes*. 

Cfte  lanb  of  oeatft  £preab  itjsf  cruel  net 
arounD  Ijim.  €fte  ^tonp  toasted  fiore 
no  fruit  but  ferier£  ano  tjorns\ 
oarft  ledger  of  rocfc  tftru^t 
atiobe  tlje  Surface  fjere  ano  t^ere,  lihe 
tlje  fione^  of  peri^ljeb  mon^ter^.  3firib 
and  inljo^pitatile  mountain  ranged  rogc 
before  Jim,  furrotoed  toitj  drp 
of  ancient  torrent^,  tojite  and 

^car^f  on  tje  face  of  nature,   gifting 
of  treacherous  Sand  lucre  Reaped 


o. 


like  tombs?  along  the  horizon.  23p  dap, 
the  fierce  Jjcat  pressed  its'  intolerable 
burden  on  the  quitocring  air;  and  no 
litoing  creature  motocd  on  the  dumb, 
spooning  earth,  but  tinp  jerboas'  scut^ 
tling  through  the  parched  bushed,  or 
is  banishing  in  the  clcft.s?  of  the 
rod*.  23p  night  the  jaehals?  protolcd 
and  barked  in  the  distance,  and  the  lion 
made  the  blach  ratines?  echo  Untl)  hi? 
holIoU)  roaring,  tohile  a  bitter,  blighting 
chill  followed  the  fctocr  of  the  dap. 
Chrough  heat  and  cold,  tlje  &?agian 
mobcd  steadiln  ontuard. 

hen  ^  sail)  the  gardens?  and  or^ 
chards  of  Damascus,  tuatercd  bp 
the  streams?  of  3lbana  and  pharpar, 
U)ith  their  sloping  stuards  inlaid  tuith 
bloom,  and  their  thickets?  of  mnrrh  and 
rose^.  ^  0ato  Also  the  long,  snoUjp 
ridge  of  Dcrmon,  and  the  dark  grobcs? 
of  cedars?,  and  the  fcaliep  of  the  3'ordnn, 

and  tlje  blue  tuater^  of  the  itahc  of 
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Galilee,  anb  tlje  fertileplain  of  <£Sbraelon, 
anb  tlje  fjillS  of  €pljraim,  anb  tlje  fjiglj^ 
lanbS  of  3fubafj*    €fjrouglj  all  tljese  5 
follotoeb  tfje  figure  of  SUrtaban  moving 
ontoarb,  until  fje  arritoeb  at 
3Unb  it  toas  tlje  tfjirb  bap 
after  tlje  tljree  toisc  men  Ijab  come  to 
tljat  place  anb  Ijab  founb  Si^arp  anb 
^oSeplj,  toitlj  tlje  poung  cljilb,  3f^u^» 
anb  Ijab  lain  t^eir  gifts  of  golb  anb 
frankincense  anb  mprrlj  at  IjiS  feet. 
Ijcn  tlje  otfjer  iuiSe  man  breto  near, 
toearp,  but  full  of  Ijope,  bearing 
rubp  anb  IjiS  pearl  to  offer  to  tlje 
for  no  to  at  last,"  Ije  Saib, 
Sljall  surelp  finb  Ijim,  tljouglj  it  be 
alone,  anb  later  tljan  mp  brethren.   €ljiS 
iS  tlje  place  of  toljicfj  tlje  ^ebreto  erile 
tolb  me  tljat  tlje  propijjets  Ijab  Spoken, 
anb  Ijere  5  Sljall  beljolb  tlje  rising  of 
tlje  great  ligfjt    25ut  5  must  inquire 
about  tlje  fcisit  of  mp  brethren,  anb 
to  toljat  IjouSe  tlje  Star  birecteb  tljem, 
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anb  to  tojjom  tfjep  pregentcb  tljeir 
tribute." 

£e  £treetg  of  tlje  toillage  £cemeb  to 
be  be^erteb,  anb  3firtaban  toonbcrcb 
tfje  men  f)ab  all  gone  up  to 

to  bring  boton  tl)eir 
from  tfte  open  boor  of  a  loto 
cottage  Ije  ^earb  tlje  jsounb  of  a 
boice  Ringing  ^oftlp.  ^e  entereb  anb 
founb  a  poung  motljer  l)u^!)ing  l)cr  babp 
to  re^t.  £>fyt  tolb  Ijim  of  tlje  ^trangcr^ 
from  tl)e  far  <tEast  kaljo  ^ab  appeareb  in 
t^e  tillage  tljree  bap^  ago,  anb  ^oto  ttycp 
satb  riiar  a  star  hab  guibeb  them  to  the 
place  tufjcre  ^^^epl)  of  li^a^aretlj  toaief 
lobging  luitl)  l)i$  tuife  anb  tycr  neto^born 
cl)ilb,  anb  l)oto  tjep  Ijab  paib  reference 
to  tlje  c()ilb  anb  giben  jjim  manp  ricl) 


uttlje  travellers?  bi£appearcb  again/' 

£lje  continueb,  ua^  ^fubbenlp  a^  tljep 

come.    Wt  tdere  afraib  at  tje 

of  tljcir  bi^it.    Wt  coulb 
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not  understand  it,  €f)e  man  of  |j}a;aretl) 
toolt  tfje  babe  anti  lji£  motljcr  and  fled 
atoap  tljat  Same  nigljt  Sccretlp,  and  it 
tofjispcred  tf)at  tftep  Ujcrc  going 
far  atoap  to  <^gppt.  Cfccr  #"incc,  tljcrc 

been  a  £pdl  upon 
tijing  cbil  ijang^  obcc  it, 
tl)at  tljc  ftoman  ^oloicr^  are  coming 
from  5frcu£alcm  to  force  a  ncto  tax*  from 
,  ano  t^e  men  ijjatoe  driven  ti)e  flocft^ 
and  Ijcrd^  far  fiacft  among  tfje  \yi\\$,  and 
Jjiddcn  tljem^cl\je^  to  escape  it." 

rtaban  listened  to  Ijer  gentle,  timid 
^peecl),  and  tye  cl)ild  in  ijer  arm£ 
looked  up  in  l)i^  face  and  Smiled, 
^tretcfting  out  it£  ro^p  (jand^  to  gra^p 
at  t^e  tuinged  circle  of  gold  on  l)i£  breast, 
^i^  Ijeart  toarmed  to  tfte  toucl),  ^t 
Deemed  lilie  a  greeting  of  lobe  and  tru£t 
to  one  to&o  ftad  journcpcd  long  in  loneli^ 
nc$$  and  perplejdtp,  figljting  iuitl)  f)i^ 
otun  doubt£  and  fcar^,  and  folloUiing  a 

ligljt  tljat  lua^f  Veiled  in  cloudy 
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ight  not  tins  child  hnDe  been  the 
promised  prince  ? "  f>e  asfccd  toitfun 
f)imself,  as  l>e  touched  its  Soft  cljeefc, 
"  &ings  fjabe  been  born  ere  noto  in 
lotolicr  IjouSeS  t^an  tf)i^,ano  tfyt  favorite 
of  tj)e  ^tar#  map  ti^e  ctorn  from  a  cot^ 
tage,  25ut  it  f)ajSf  not  jfecmco  good  to 
tfjc  oBoo  of  toijsoom  to  retDarb  mp  ^carcl) 
and  6o  c asilp.  £lK  one  Uilioni 
gone  before  me ;  and  noto  ^ 
mu^t  folloto  tlje  Bing  to  ^gppt." 
lyt  poung  mother  laid  tl)e  babe  in 
cradle,  and  ro^e  to  minister  to 
of  tfte  Strange  gue$ft  tljat  fate 
brought  into  ijcr  Ijou^e, 
food  before  jjim,  tfyt  plain  fare  of 
ant^f,  but  toillinglp  offered,  and  therefore 
full  of  refreshment  for  tye  Soul  as  toell 
for  t^e  bodp.  3Hrtaban  accepted  it 
gratcfullp ;  and,  as  |)e  ate,  tl)e  cl)ild  fell 
into  a  Ijappp  Slumber,  and  murmured 
Stoeetlp  in  its  dreams,  and  a  great  peace 
filled  the  quiet  room* 


2£»ut  guddcnlp  tjerc  came  tjc  noise 
of  a  luild  confusion  and  uproar  in  UK 
streets1  of  tjc  uillage,  a  gjriching  and 
toailing  of  toomen's1  tooiceg,  a  clangor 
of  &ra$en  trumpets1  and  a  clashing  of 
ana  a  desperate  crp :    "  €Je 
!  tfje  soldier^  of  i^)erod !  €t)ep 
arejftiiling  our  children/' 

Ije  poung  mort)er'£  face  greto  toftite 

toirt)  terror.   if)e  clapped  Ijer  cfjild 

to  her  bosom,  and  crouched  motionless 
in  tlje  darkest  corner  of  t Je  room,  cotoer^ 
ing  Jim  toitl)  tje  fold^  of  Jer  robe,  le^t 
Je  should  toahe  and  crp. 

25ut  SCrtafcan  toent  quicftlp  and  stood 
in  tje  doortoap  of  tjc  ljou£e.  i^i^f  oroad 
^Joulder^  filled  tjje  portal  from  ^ide  to 
side,  and  tje  peak  of  Jig  tojite  cap  all 
Jbut  toucjed  tje  linteL 

Je  goldierg  came  Jurrping  doton 

tje  Street  toitj  filoodp  Jandg  and 

dripping  £toords\    3Ht  tje  gigjt  of  tje 

Stranger  in  Jig  imposing  dres^  tjep 
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JKSitatcd  toitf)  Surprise.  €&e  captain 
of  tfje  band  approached  tfyt  tljresfjold  to 
tljruSt  |)im  aside*  25ut  2lrtafoan  did 
not  Stir*  pS  face  toas  as  calm  as 
tfjougj)  fte  tocre  kuatcJjing  tfyt 
ano  in  (ji^sf  epeg  tljere  fiurnco  tljat 
raoiance  before  UJljicl)  cijen  tl)e 
tamco  ijunting  leoparo  ^ftrinh^,  ano 
fierce  filooo^l)ouno  pau^ejef  in  fyi$  leap. 
J^e  l)clo  tlje  ^oloier  ^ilentlp  for  an 
instant,  ano  tljcn  gaio  in  a  lotu  boice : 
am  all  alone  in  tl)i^  place,  ano 
m  toaiting  to  giue  t^i^  jetoel  to 
tlje  prudent  captain  toiio  liull  leabe  me 
in  peace." 

^e  ^jjoiueo  tlje  rubp,  glistening  in 
tljc  ftolloto  of  ftiS  l)ano  lilte  a  great  orop 
of  blooo. 

a\]c  captain  lnao  ama^eo  at  the  uplr n 
dor  of  tljc  gem.  €f)c  pupils  of  IjiS  cpeS 
erpandeb  ixiitl)  desire,  and  tl)e  l)ard  lines 
of  greed  torinhled  around  l)is  lipS. 
Stretched  out  Ijis  Ijand  and  took  tfje 


o 


on  !  '    fje  cricb  to  f)i0  men, 
no  djilb  f)ere*    €fte  ljou£e  i£ 


clamor  anb  tf)e  clang  of  armg 

boton  tlje  Street 
^eablong  furp  of  tftc  clja^e 
tl)e  Secret  coijert  taljcre  tlje  trcmfiling 
beer  i^  ()ibben»  3firta&an  re^entereb  tfyt 
cottage*  i^e  turneb  Ji^  face  to  t^e  ea£t 
anb  prapcb  : 

"  <£5ob  of  trutl),  forgibe  mp  £in  ! 
Ijabe  ^aib  tftc  tl)ing  tl)at  i^  not,  to 
tjc  life  of  a  cl)ilb,  3finb  ttuo  of  mp  gift£ 
are  gone,  5  tyabe  ^pent  for  man  tl)at 
tofticl)  Uja^  meant  for  oBob.  ^Ija 
ebcr  tie  iuortljp  to  £ee  tfje  face  of 
tiing  ?  " 

ut  tf)e  boice  of  tfte  tuoman,  toeeping 
for  jop  in  tlje  £|)aboto  lieljinb  jjim, 
fcerp  gentlp  : 
U25ecau^e  tljou  Ja£t  jsfabeb  tje  life 
tif  mp  little  one,  map  tje  Horb 
5  tljee  anb  fceej)  tftee  ;  tfte  Eorb  mafce 


face  to  $jhte  upon  fyee  anfc  &e 
nous  unto  riicc;  rljc  HorD  lift  up 
countenance  upon  tljcc  anti  gibe  tljcc 
peace/' 


N  THE  HIDDEN 
WAY  OF  S01L1LOW 


Jen  again  t  Jere  toa£  a  Silence 
in  tje  Jj^aU  of  2Dreamg,  beeper 
anti  more  mp£teriou£  tjan 
tfyt  fir£t  internal,  anb  %  un^ 
fbergtoob  tjat  tje  pear£  of 


SCrtafcan  tuere  flowing  foerp 
unber  tfje  ^tillne^  of  tftat  clinging  fog, 
anb  5  caught  onlp  a  glimpse,  (jcre  anb 
tftere,  of  tje  rifcer  of  fti^  life 
riirou0l)  the  shaboVuss?  that  eoneealeb 
eour^e. 

5  ^ato  ftim  motoing  among  tje  tfjrong^ 
of  men  in  populous?  <£gppt,  ^eeaing 
eberptoftcre  for  traced  of  t^e  ftou^ejjolb 
tjjat  fjab  eome  botun  from  25ctft!eftcm, 
anb  finbing  tlinn  unber  tlie  opreabmg 
^fpeamore^tree^  of  ^cliopoli£,  anb  fte^ 
neatlj  tfje  toaite  of  tje  Ionian  fortrc^ 
of  ij^eto  ^afiplon  fie^ibe  tJje 
trace^ef  $$  faint  anb  bim  tfjat 
before  Jim  eontinuallp, 


footprints  on  tje  Jarb  ribcr^sanb 
glisten  for  a  moment  toitj  moisture 
anb  tjen  Disappear. 

Sato  Jim  again  at  tje  foot  of  tje 
ppramibS,  tojicj  lifteb  tjeir  Sjarp 
points  into  the  intense  saffron  0loUi  of 
tje  Sunset  S&P,  cjangcless  monuments 
of  tje  pcri^JatiJc  glorp  anb  tjc  im^ 
pr nslMblr  hope  of  man.  l)e  looKCb  up 
into  the  Uvist  countenance  of  the  crouching 
^phinr  anb  bainlp  tried  to  reab  the 
meaning  of  tje  calm  epeg  anb  Smiling 
moutj.  H£a£  it,  inbceb,  tje  mocfterp  of 
all  effort  anb  all  aspiration,  a$  Cigrane^ 
Jab  ^aib — tfje  cruel  je^t  of  a  ribble  tjat 
Ja^  no  an^toer,  a  ^earcj  tjat  neber  can 
Suececb  ?  <0r  lua^  tjere  a  toucj  of  pitp 
anb  encouragement  in  tfjat  in^crutatile 
Smile  —  a  promise  tjat  etoen  tje  be^ 
feateb  slioulb  attain  a  bictorp,  anb  the 
biSappointeb  sjoulb  biscober  a  pri5e, 
anb  the  ignorant  .slioulb  be  mabe  linse, 
anb  the  blind  should  see,  anb  the 


toandering  £f)ould  eome  into  tfje  fjaben 
at  la£t  ? 

gato  Ijim  again  itt  an  obscure  fjou£e 
of  Sllcrandria,  taking  counsel  toitlj 
a  lt)cbrcto  rabbi,  €fte  toencrablc  man, 
bending  ober  tlje  roll£  of  parchment  on 
toljicl)  tfte  propf)ccic£  of  ^rael  toere 
torittcn,  read  aloud  tlje  pathetic  toord£ 
Uiljicl)  foretold  tfte  ^uffering^  of  tje 
promised  s^e^iaij)  —  tye  de^pi^cd  and 
rejected  of  men,  tl)e  man  of 
and  tlje  acquaintance  of  grief* 
nd  remember,  mp  ^on,"  ^aid  fte, 
ing  l)i£  deep^$fet  epe^  upon  tjje  face 
of  Srtaban,  "  tlje  liing  iuljom  pou  are 
^eefeing  i^  not  to  be  found  in  a  palace, 
nor  among  tye  riclj  and  poiuerfuL  ^f 
tl)e  ligl)t  of  t  je  tuorld  and  tl)e  glorp  of 
*3  siYif I  IMD  been  appointed  to  come  luirti 
tfte  greatne^$f  of  cartylp  splendor,  it 
mu^t  jjabe  appeared  long  ago,  for  no 
£on  of  3Cbraljam  toill  etocr  again  ribal 
tl)e  pokuer  toljicl)  ^o^eplj  |>ad  in  tfte 
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palace^  of  <£gppt,  or  tf)e  magnificence 
of  Solomon  tljroncd  bcttoccn  tf)e  liong 
in  ^t ru£alcm*  25ut  tJje  ligljt  for  tofucl) 
tfje  toorld  i£  toaiting  i£  a  neto  ligtyt,  tlje 
glorp  tJjat  jeljall  rijse  out  of  patient  ano 
triumphant  Buffering.  5fino  tj)c  ftingoom 
toljicl)  ij6f  to  6c  e^taliti^^ed  foreber  ijSf  a 
ncto  hingoom,  tfje  ropaltp  of  perfect  ano 
unconquerable  lobe, 

do  not  hnoto  IjoU)  tl)i^  ^jjall  come 
to  pa£0,  nor  ^oto  t^e  turbulent 
and  people^  of  earti)  $fysAl  be 
brought  to  acknowledge  t()e  Ul^c^ial) 
and  pap  Coinage  to  l^im,  25ut  tfyig  ^ 
anolu,  €fjo^c  toljo  £ecfc  J^im  toill  do 
toell  to  look  among  tye  poor  and  tlje 
lotulp,  tlje  ^orrotoful  and  tljc  oppre^ed/' 
^o  5  #*to  t&^  otljer  toi^e  man  again 
and  again,  trabclling  from  place  to  place, 
and  £earcJ)ing  among  tye  people  of  tlje 
di£pcr£ion,  tDitlj  toljom  tje  little  familp 
from  25etl)lel)cm  migljt,  per^apief,  ftatoe 
found  a  refuge*  I^e  pa££ed  tljrougj) 
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countries  toljcrc  famine  lap  Ijcabp  upon 
lanti,  anti  tl)c  poor  lucre  crping  for 
bread.  I[)c  mabe  JiS  dtoelling  in  plague? 
Stricken  cities  tuyere  ttye  Sich  toere 
languishing  in  tfte  bitter  companionship 
of  IjclplcSS  miScrp.  l^e  toi^iteo  tlje 
opprc^ed  and  rlic  afflicted  in  UK  gloom 
of  Subterranean  prisons,  and  tfte  crotodcd 
torctcljedneSS  of  Slabe^marhets,  and 
toearp  toil  of  gallcp?s!)ipS.  5 
populous  and  intricate  tuorld  of  anguish , 
tl)oug^  l)e  found  none  to  toorSljip, 
found  manp  to  Ijelp.  ^e  fed  tjc 
and  clothed  tfte  naftcd,  and  pealed  tfe 
Sicft,  and  comforted  tl)e  captibe ;  and  ftiS 
pears  tocnt  bp  more  stuiftlp  tljan  tfte 
tocaber'S  Shuttle  tljat  flashes  bacfe  and 
fortl)  tftrougl)  tlje  loom  toljile  tlje  toeb 
grotDS  and  tfje  inbisible  pattern  is 
completed* 

t  Seemed  almost  as  if  6c  ^ad  for^ 
gotten  Ijis  quest.  25ut  once  3F  Sato 
for  a  moment  as  &c  Stood  alone  at 

75 


sunrise,  toaiting  at  riic  gate  of  a  iloman 
prison,  ^e  l>ab  tafccn  from  a  Secret 
resting-place  in  f)i£  bosom  tfyt  pearl, 
tfje  last  of  f)i£  jetocls.  W$  Jje  loofceb  at 
it,  a  mellotoer  lustre,  a  Soft  anb  iriDe^^ 
cent  Jigftt,  full  of  gifting  gleams  of 
a^ure  anb  ro^e,  trembieb  upon  it£ 
face,  ^t  ^eeincb  to  (jafce  ab$forbeb 
reflection  of  tfje  colors  of  tlje  Io£t 
$fappl)ire  anb  rubp.  £>o  tje  profounb, 
Secret  purpose  of  a  noble  life  brato£ 
into  itself  tlje  memories  of  pa.st  jop  anb 
pa^t  ^orroto,  5tll  tljat  ^a^f  ftelpeb  it, 
all  that  Una  Innbercb  it,  is  transfusco 
ftp  a  Subtle  magic  into  it^  toerp  e^^ence, 
3Pt  become^  more  luminous  anb  precious 
tl)c  longer  it  i$  carricb  clo£e  to  tlje 
tuarmtl)  of  tlje  beating  l)eart. 

jjen,  at  !a£t,  toljile  5  tua^  thinking 
of  tljig  pearl,  anb  of  it£  meaning, 
Ijcarb  tlje  enb  of  tl)e  ^torp  of  tlje 


TEA1LL  OP  GTLEAT 
TTL1CE 


of 


life  of  3£rtaban  Ijab 
atoap,  anb  tye  toag  £till  a 
grim,  ano  a  £ecfocr  after  ligljt. 
!Jig  Ijair,  once  oarftcr  t()an 
of  Eagros,  toa^  noto  toftitc 
luintrp  j^notu  t^at  cobcrcb  tjjcm. 


,  tfjat  once  fla^fjeb  liht  flamed  of  fire, 
toerc  Dull  a^  emfcer£  ^moulbcring  among 


lOorn  anb  tdearp  anb  reabp  to  bie, 
but  ^till  looking  for  tf)e  Sling,  Ije  ftab 
come  for  tlje  la^t  time  to  3tou£alem. 
I^e  l)ab  often  toi£iteb  tfte  l)olp  citp  before, 
anb  Ijab  ^earcljcb  tljrougl)  all  it£ 
anb  crotubeb  ^obcl^  anb  fcladt 
toitljout  finbing  anp  trace  of  tlje  familp 
of  i^a^arcne^  Uiljo  ftab  flcb  from 
2Setl)lef)em  long  ago.  25ut  noto  it 
jfeemeb  a^  if  l)e  mu^t  mafte  one  more 
effort,  anb  £ometl)ing  tolji^pcreb  in 


tit 


f)iS  fjeart  t&at,  at  last,  £e  mig&t 

Succeed, 

t  toas  tf)e  Season  of  tjje  $aSSofoer, 
€&e  dtp  toaS  thronged  toitl) 
,    €&e  cl)illiren  of 


,  Scattered 

in  far  lanfcg  all  obcr  tjjc  toorlti,  Ijati 
rcturncti  to  tl)c  €emple  for  tl)e  great 
foist,  anD  tiirrc  liaD  Been  a  confusion 
of  tongue^  in  tfje  narrotD  ^treet^  for 
manp  tiapg* 

25ut  on  tfti^  dap  tftcre  ttiajtf  a  Singular 
agitation  toi^iblc  in  tfyt  multitude.  €l)e 
£fcp  toa£  beiled  taitl)  a  portentous  gloom, 
and  current^  of  ercitemnit  Seemed  to 
flasi)  tljrougl)  tl)c  crotod  lihc  tftc  thrill 
tuljicl)  sfyafceS  tlje  forest  on  tl)e  etoe 
of  a  Storm,  3H  Secret  tide  toas  Stoeep^ 
ing  tl)cm  all  one  toap.  €l)e  clatter  of 
o  sandals,  and  tl)e  Soft,  t^icft  Sound 
of  thousands  of  bare  feet  Scuffling 
ober  tlje  Stones,  flotoed  unceaSinglp 
along  tlje  street  tftat  leads  to  tlje 
^Damascus  gate, 


oa 


2Crtaban  joincb  company  toitj  a  group 
of  people  from  Ji£  oton  countrp,  JDartJian 
tojo  Jab  come  up  to  keep  tje 
anb  inquircb  of  tjcm  tje 
cau£e  of  tlje  tumult,  anb  toljere  tftep 
toere  going. 

jc  are  going/'  tftep  angtoercb,  uto 
jtfte  place  callcb  oBolgotlja,  out^ibe 
citp  tuall^,  iuljere  tftere  i^  to  be  an 
execution.  OnDc  pou  not  liearb  Uiliar 
&a^  jjappeneb?  €too  famous 
are  to  be  crucifteb,  anb  taitlj  tfjem 
otfjcr,  calleb  ^tgug  of  ij^a^aretfj,  a  man 
to^o  fja^  bone  manp  taonberful 
among  t^e  people,  £o  tljat  tljep 
Jim  greatlp*  55ut  tftc  prie^t^  anb 
elbcr£  Jabe  j6faib  tjat  Jc  mu£t  bie,  be^ 
cau^e  Je  gabe  Jim^elf  out  to  be  tje 
J)on  of  oBob.  Sfinb  Pilate  Ja^  ^cnt  Jim 
to  tje  cro££  because  Je  0aib  tjat  Je  toas 
t  Jewing  of  tje^eto^'" 

JpotD  ^trangelp  tje^e  familiar  toorb^ 
fell  upon  tje  tireb  Jeart  of  Slrtaban! 


o 

€Jep  Jad  led  Jim  for  a  lifetime  otoer 
land  and  sea.  3tnd  notu  tjep  came  to 
Jim  darhlp  and  mpsteriouslp  lifte  a 
menage  of  despair.  €Je  &ing  Jad 
arisen,  but  Oe  Jad  been  denied  and  cast 
out.  Jj^e  ixm£  about  to  pcrislj.  $er^ 
Jap£  l^e  toa£  alreadp  dping,  <£ould  it 
be  tje  same  tojo  Jad  been  born  in 
25etjlejem  tjirtp^tjree  pearg  ago,  at 
bjjo^e  birtj  tje  star  Jad  appeared  in 
Jcatoen,  and  of  U)Jo^e  coming  tje 
prophets  Jad  spoken? 

rtaban'0  Jeart  beat  un^teadilp  tuitj 
t Jat  troubled, doubtful  apprehension 
tojicj  i^  tje  excitement  of  old  age.  2£ut 
Je  £aid  tuitjin  Jimself :  "  €Je  tuap^  of 
<8od  are  stranger  tjan  tje  tjougjt£  of 
men,  and  it  map  be  tjat  3f  ^Jall  find 
tje  &ing,  at  la^t,  in  tje  Jand£  of  ^i$f 
enemies,  and  ^Jall  come  in  time  to  offer 
mp  pearl  for  l^  random  before  l^e  die^»" 
£o  tje  old  man  followed  tje  multitude 

Unrh  slotu  and  painful  steps  toVuaros 
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^ 

I^S,^ 

fjfj\  tfje  2Dama£cu£  gate  of  tfje  citp. 

ftcponb  tljc  entrance  of  tljc  guarb^ljouse 
a  troop  of  flt^acebonian  £olbier£  came 
boton  tfje  Street,  bragging  a  poung  girl 
toitf)  torn  brc££  anb  bisfjctoclleb  Ijair. 
3fi£  t^e  fl^agian  pau^cb  to  loofc  at  (jer 
tuitlj  compa^^ion,  $fyt  brohe  ^ubbcnlp 
from  tfje  jjanb^  of  l)er  tormentor^,  anb 
tljreto  ^cr^elf  at  ^i^  feet,  clamping  fjim 
arounb  tl)e  fenee^f*  c§lje  Ijab  ^een  tyi$ 
liilurc  cap  anb  the  toingeb  circle  on  ins 
firca^t* 

abe  pitp  on  me/'  ^e  crieb,  <4anb 
me,  for  tye  ^fake  of  tje  4Bob  of 
2F  al^o  am  a  baugljter  of  tf)e 
true  religion  tofjicf)  i^  taught  ftp  tlje 
St9agi,    fll^p  father  toa£  a  merchant  of 
|partl)ia,  ftut  l)e  i$f  beab,  anb  ^  am 
for  his  delits  to  fte  ^olb  as  a 
£atoe  me  from  hjor^e  tljan  beatf)* 

^firtaftan  tremftleb. 

5Ft  toa^  tlje  olb   conflict  in 

^oul,  toljicf)  |)ab  come  to  jjim  in  tfte 
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palm^groVc  of  25abplon  anb  in  tfje  cot; 
tage  at  2Mf)!d)cm—  tye  conflict  bettocen 
tfje  expectation  of  fatty  anb  tyc  impulse 
of  loVe,  Ctoice  tye  gift  tul)iclj  |)c  l)ab 
congccratcb  to  tlje  luor^f)ip  of  religion 
been  oratun  from  liis  lianD  to  the 
of  ftumanitp.  €l)i^  tua^f  t^e 
thiro  trial,  tljc  ultimate  probation, 
final  anb  irrevocable  choice, 
a^  it  lji£  great  opportunitp,  or  fyi$ 
la^ft  temptation  ?  l^e  couib  not  tell. 
<0ne  tljing  onlp  tua^  clear  in  t^c  barlt; 
of  l)i^  minb--it  toa£  inevitable* 
boc^  not  tye  inevitable  come  from 


tiding  onlp  toas  ^ure  to 
bitoibeb  Ijeart  —  to  rescue  tyi^ 
girl  tooulb  be  a  true  beeb  of  lobe*    5£nb 
not  lobe  tlje  ligljt  of  tl)c  £oul  ? 

e  toolt  tye  pearl  from  l)i£  bo^om, 
_|^cber  Ijab  it  ^eemeb^o  luminous,  ^o 
rablant,  £o  full  of  tenbcr,  libing  lustre, 
l)c  laib  it  in  the  hanb  of  the  slave. 


€fti£  i&  tftp  random,  baugftter  ! 
tfte  last  of  mp  treasure^  tofticft 
kept  for  tfte  Iting." 

ftile  fte  ^pohc,  tijc  oarhnc^  of  t(jc 
tljichciicti,  ano  .uliuDDrring 
ran  tjrougft  tljc  cartft,  fteabing 
Ufte  tfte  Ijrca^t  of  one 
£trug0Ic£  toitft  migjtp  grief* 

lualliJ  of  tl)c  liotiBfiS  rorkeD  to 
ano  fro.  ^tone^  lucre  looscnrti  ano 
cra$fl)co  into  t^e  Street.  SDu^t  cloudy 
ftllcD  tfte  air,  €e  ^olbier^  flco  in 


terror,  reeling  like  drunken  men, 
2Urtafcan  ano  tlje  girl  toljom  Ije 
ran^omeb  croucljeb  ljelplc££  fiencatl) 
of  tfte  $ra:torium. 


]  ftat  ftab  fte  to  fear?    ll^ftat  ftab  ftc 
to  libe  for  ?    I^e  ftab  gioen 


_ 

tfte  la£t  remnant  of  fti^  tribute  for  tfte 
Jting.  ije  ftab  parteb  toitft  tfte  la^t  ftope 
of  finbing  l^im*  €fte  quc£t  toa^ef  ober, 
anb  it  ftab  faileb.  25ut,  eben  in  tftat 

tftougftt,  accepteb  anb  emfiraceb,  tftere 
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peace,    gt  toaS  not  resignation. 
toaS  not  submission,    ^t  toaS 
Somet  Jing  more  profounb  anb  Searcjing. 
J^e  kncto  tjat  all  toaS  toell,  because  Je 
Jab  bone  tje  best  tjat  Je  coulb,  from 
bap  to  bap,    DC  Jab  been  true  to  tje 
ligjt  tjat  Jab  been  gitoen  to  Jim.    i^e 
Jab  lookeb  for  more.    3Hnb  if  Je  Jab  not 
founb  it,  if  a  failure  toaS  all  tjat  came 
out  of  JiS  life,  boubtleSS  tjat  toaS  tje 
best  tjat  inajs  possible.    DC  Jab  not 
Seen  tje  rebelation  of  "  life  everlasting, 
incorruptible  anb  immortal/'    25ut  Je 
lincln  tjat  eben  if  Je  coulb  lifce  JiS 
eartjlp  life  ober  again,  it  coulb  not  be 
otjertoise  tjan  it  Jab  been. 
JMj ne  more  lingering  pulsation  of  tje 
JjjylJeartJquaKe  quibereb  tjrougj  tje 
grounb.    3G  Jeabp  tile,  Sjahen  from 
tje  roof,  fell  anb  Struck  tje  olb  man  on 
tje  temple,   i^e  lap  breatJleSS  anb  pale, 
toit J  Jis  grap  Jeab  resting  on  tje  poung 
girl's  Sjoulber,  anb  tje  bloob  trickling 
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from  tfjc  toound.  3U£  sf)c  bent  ofccr 
fearing  tljat  f)e  toa£  dead,  tljcrc 
came  a  iioice  tljrougf)  tfte  ttoiligljt,  toerp 
small  and  still,  like  music  sounding 
from  a  distance,  in  toljicl)  tljc  notc£  are 
clear  but  tl)e  toord^  arc  lo^t,  €ljc  girl 
turned  to  sec  if  some  one  had  spoken 
from  the  toindoto  abobc  them,  but  she 
salu  no  one, 

tljc  old  man's  lips  began  to 
fmotoc,  as  if  in  answer,  and  she 

in  tlje  $artf)ian 


tongue : 

"  l^ot  ^o,  mp  Sord  :  for  toftcn 
t^ee  an  hungered  and  fed  tljcc? 

and  gabc  tljce  drinh? 

tfytt  a  Stranger,  and  took  tljee 
in  ?  <^r  naked,  and  clothed  tljcc  ?  JDljcn 
£ato  ^  tljee  ^ick  or  in  prison,  and  came 
unto  tljce?  €l)ree^and^tl)irtp  pear^  l)abe 
^  looked  for  tljce;  but  ^  fjatoc  nebcr 
$ttn  tl)p  face,  nor  ministered  to  tjjcc, 
mp  fcing," 


ceased,  and  tljc  £tocct  tooicc  came 
again,  3Cnd  again  tfte  maiti  l)card  it, 
toerp  faintlp  anti  far  atoap.  25ut  noto 
it  seemed  as  tfjougf)  jefyc  untier^tooD  tl)e 


unto  tJjcc, 

as  riiou  hast  Dour  it  unto  one  of  the 
of  tljc^c  mp  iirctl)rcn,  tfjou  fya$t 
oonc  it  unto  me/' 

3H  calm  radiance  of  tuonoer  ano  )op 
lighted  tlje  pale  face  of  ^rtafcan  lifte  tlje 
ftr^t  rap  of  daton  on  a  gnotop  mountain^ 
peaft.  <£ne  long,  last  ftreatl)  of  relief 
crfjalcd  gentlp  from  ^i 

journep  toa^  ended, 
koere  accepted.  €l)c 
Ijad  found  tl)e  liing. 


HIS  EDITION  OF  "THE  OTHER  WISE 
MAN,"  BY  HENRY  VAN  DYKE,  HAS 
BEEN  PRINTED  FOR  HARPER  & 
BROTHERS  BY  THE  UNIVERSITY  PRESS, 
CAMBRIDGE,  MASSACHUSETTS,  IN  SEPTEM- 
BER, MCMVII 


V'-s't-YW- 

mm 


m 


•;r •:>  o>;«  >;'>;vH>>;1 -p 

i  *J  .  V .  •>  V  '  >/.'.'.' .  * l .  •  J- 1' 


StfojtSfSKtPiffl 


it 


^ifamm 


tR&X-S&X 


M 


WfflK% 


